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We’ve just finished up another fiscal 
year here at CHS Garrison. The final 
numbers are being tallied but are not 
quite finished as I write this. I do know 
that it has been another successful 
year at your cooperative and that 
patronage rates will once again be 
good. Like always, they will be paid out 
in February. 

CHS is also making some changes to its 
payout of patronage. The CHS board 
adopted a new individual member 
equity redemption program that adds 
an “age of equity” component to its 
existing “age of producer” redemption 

method. This revision will help ensure 
consistency in how they pay other 
local member cooperatives. Look for 
more on this in the future, and certainly 
don’t hesitate to contact us for more 
information. 

Spring and summer have come and 
gone so rapidly, and we have now 
almost put a wrap on small grain 
harvest. Overall, fields were abundant 
with bushels. I do think trains will 
continue to fall further behind as we get 
into late-season crops. As you know, 
there was a lot of grain left to move 
from last year, and that has now been 
added to this year’s harvest. I would 

suggest hauling any grain you need 
to move for late crop as soon as you 
can. I know that prices have not done 
much but go down through harvest. I 
anticipate they will continue to struggle 
until that November/December time 
frame.

Have questions? Please stop by or call. 
We want to do all we can to help you. 
We are grateful for your patronage and 
look forward to another year of farming 
with you. Please work safely as you 
wrap up this harvest season.
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“I would suggest
hauling any grain you

need to move for late crop 
as soon as you can.” 

 Your cooperative has 
moved a lot of grain late this 

summer and into the fall.



To Defer or Not to Defer, That is the Question
By Deleene Wilcox, Controller/Office Manager

As small grain harvest winds down, many of you either have or will be delivering grain to 
town. After surviving the minefield of marketing your grain, the next big decision might be 
whether to take the income in the current calendar year or not. 

While it is understandable that thinking about your income 
taxes may not be your highest priority at harvest time, we are 
also unable to leave your grain sitting in the elevator unsettled 
until December. By law, all grain tickets must be “converted 
to cash or credit-sale contract within 45 days of delivery.” In 
layman’s terms, this means we must issue a check or deferred 
payment contract. 

Our general policy has been to send out a check if we have not 
heard from you within 45 days of delivery. If you are unsure 
whether you want to take funds in this year or next, we ask 
that you take a check and hold it until you know. If you decide 
to defer the money, you can bring the check back and we will 
void it and issue a deferred payment contract. If you are unsure 
what year to defer to, we recommend deferring to the closest 
year, as an amendment can be issued to roll the payment date 
out further, if necessary. 

Keep in mind that your grain settlement can be split, so part 
is issued as a check and part as a deferred payment contract. 
There may also be tax benefits to issuing several smaller 
deferred payment contracts instead of a large one. Please 
check with your tax advisor to see if this might be an option 
for you. 

We are here to help in any way we can. Please contact us 
with any questions or concerns you may have regarding your 
account. And as always, work safely this harvest season.
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“If you are unsure whether you
want to take funds in this year or next,

we ask that you take a check and
hold it until you know.” 

A Positive Nutrient Marketplace

In a nutrient 
marketplace 
that has been 
challenging 
to say the 
least, it is 
good to have 
some fairly 

positive nutrient news. Overall, the 
fertilizer market continues to adjust 
downward to better match the grain 
market. Anhydrous ammonia (NH3) has 
corrected downward more than $100 
from this past spring. However, it also 
remains in the crosshairs of government 
regulations. The new requirements 
mostly affect retailers, but it would be a 
good idea to make sure your application 
equipment is up to date. Because of the 
regulations, fewer manufacturers want 
to handle or invest in NH3. 

It is just the opposite for urea and UAN 
(28%) production. There has been 
an increase in additional production 
coming online. The urea market is down 
about $50/ton. On the phosphate side, 
this market is also down about $50/ton. 
The spread between 10-50-0 and MESZ 
continues to widen, making 10-50-0 
more affordable and MESZ more of a 
specialty product. Your cooperative will 
still stock both products, but we would 
appreciate knowing your preference for 
help in forecasting future needs. 

The Garrison countryside has once again 
raised a beautiful crop. So either this fall 
or this coming spring, those nutrients 
will need to be replenished. Please let us 
know how we can help, and thank you 
for supporting your local cooperative.

By John Rensvold, Agronomy Manager

“Overall, the 
fertilizer market 

continues to 
adjust downward 
to better match 

the grain market.”
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Row Crop Harvest Ramping Up

As small grain harvest draws to a close and 
row crop harvest begins to ramp up, we 
near the end of another farming year. This 
has been a rapid harvest and a lot of grain 
has gone into the bins. For the most part, 
I don’t think we need to worry too much 
about moisture causing a bin full of grain to 
go bad. However, it is always a good idea to 
get the grain cooled down on these cooler 
evenings and monitor your grain bins. 

So far, the railroad has been keeping up with 
demand. As soybean harvest continues, we 
hope to continue keeping room open for 
what needs to come to town. Know that we 

are doing our best to handle your grain so 
those combines can keep moving. 

Once harvest begins to wind down, feel free 
to stop in and talk with Chris or me about 
a marketing plan for all the grain you may 
have stored in bins and bags. We would 
like to help out in any way we can in this 
marketplace. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please 
let me know. I hope you and your family stay 
safe through harvest and beyond.

By Cody Schulz, Assistant Manager

“It is always a good idea to get the grain cooled down on 
these cooler evenings and monitor your grain bins.” 

Burndown for Cleaner 
Spring Fields

By Shane Crawford, Agronomist

Fall burndown is underway. This is a 
great way for producers to control 
perennial yield sappers like Canadian 
thistle, perennial grasses and many other 
weeds. The best time to hit it is right 
before or after frost, as this is when the 
weeds are storing up nutrients from the 
soil for another cycle of growth. Higher 
rates of glyphosate (32 oz. quart rate), 
dicamba or 2,4-D are all highly effective 
and result in cleaner spring fields. 

It’s also time to talk about herbicide-
resistant weeds. We have not had a lot 
of these issues yet, but they’re coming 
if diversified approaches to weed 
management are not implemented. East 
of here, this problem has very much 
arrived. I have seen a few breakthroughs 
of marestail and kochia, especially on 
continuous glyphosate-applied corn and 
soybean acres. Pre-emergent herbicides 
are a great tool for battling weed 

resistance and enhancing weed control. 
They have a different mode of action and 
control weeds before those weeds affect 
crop growth. If we proactively manage 
weed resistance now, we might prevent 
the problem from happening or getting 
bigger. Once weed resistance is here, it is 
very hard to control. 

Seed sales are underway. Please be 
thinking and asking questions about 
our corn, soybean, wheat and canola 
products. As always, earlier purchases 
will ensure you receive the varieties best 
fit for your soils. The best discounts are 
also available with earlier purchases, 
making the seed a better value. Plus, 
CHS has allotted your cooperative some 
corn and soybeans from their Allegiant™ 
family of seed. There are some advanced 
corn and soybean technologies that will 
be an especially good fit for the Garrison 
area.

Using a pre-emerge positively 
affects emergence and 
subsequent plant growth. The 
crop in the foreground did not 
have a pre-emerge application. 
The actively growing weeds 
competed and won the battle 
for nutrients, water and sunlight.
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By Heath Crawford, Precision Ag Specialist

Finally Here
By Dean Franklin, Feed Manager/Safety Coordinator

We’ve talked about 
them for the past 
year or so and now 
it’s finally here—the 
new requirements 
for the use of 
medically necessary 
antibiotics in animals. 
The change will become effective Jan. 1, 2017. 
Your veterinarian will need to have knowledge 
about your operation to be able to fully comply 
with the terms of your VFD (veterinary feed 
directive). A VFD will be required for any 
medicated feed that contains a medically 
necessary antibiotic, whether it is a complete 
feed, a supplement or a mineral. Ionophores 
will not require a VFD. The two feed-grade 
antibiotics used in our nutrition products 
that now require veterinary oversight include 
Chlortetracycline (CTC) and Chlortetracycline/
sulfamethazine. Please give us a call with 
any and all questions as we all work through 
compliance of these new rules.

How’s Your Report Card?

Yield data is essentially the 
report card at the end of the 
season that can help us assess 
field management—what 
worked, what didn’t and what 
needs to be changed. If you 
need assistance, I can help you 
extract the data and we can 
work together on making plans for next year. Combining 
this data with in-season imagery really provides a 
thorough look into the results of agronomic inputs, 
topography and application timing to proactively plan for 
next season’s management. The precision tools that are 
now available can really help us pinpoint the whats and 
whens of weather events, if certain areas of a crop ran out 
of nitrogen, bug infestations and so much more. 

Yield data reveals if and how fungicide applications and 
their subsequent positive affects on bushels and crop 
quality are worth it in today’s marketplace. In today’s 
pricing environment, we can’t really afford to flatline 
on the status quo—we need to smartly produce more, 
effectively and efficiently. Let’s analyze and control what 
we are able to build on this year’s successess and help 
make for an even better crop in 2017. Utilizing yield maps 
as report cards will help us all better understand harvest 
performance and manage for in-field variability.

“In today’s pricing environment, we 
can’t really afford to flatline on the 

status quo—we need to produce 
more effectively and efficiently.”


